and read it. He may then become a little familiar with the great advances which are taking place in the realms of surgery outside his own particular sphere and will not have to rely on television for his information.
The editor is to be congratulated on the selection of his team and on the excellence of their contributions. A This is a timely study of the history of the mentally retarded. It is timely because only in recent decades has the subject crystallized out from a confusion of psychological and physiological concepts distorted by an overlay of theological and social prejudice. Only as recently as the last thirty years has this facet of human illness been drawn out of its isolation and accepted into the body of medicine. And now, already, we are in danger of forgetting the struggles of the pioneers. Dr Kanner is the first to tell this story. He tells of the indifference of the ancients to the woes of the mentally defective, of their condemnation as godless or their elevation as 'god-touched' by medieval theologians, and of the sudden flare of sentimental concern for them, so characteristic of the romantic idealism of the early decades of the nineteenth century. Here, with Guggenbiihl's foundation of the Abendberg Institution in 1840, the history of the care and study of the mentally retarded really begins. Its evolution, through the early optimistic hopes of complete cure, to the disillusionment of failure and fear of its hereditary consequences is vividly told. He depicts the gradual differentiation of knowledge of the sub-ject from the spurious unity of 'cretinism' and 'idiocy' to the recognition of ietiological groups. Here Dr Down's description of ethnic types of mental defect, the Mongol in particular, was the vital first step. Thus we are led to the first phase of the present era, opened by Folling's discovery of phenylketonuria with which the book concludes.
Dr Leo Kanner has made ample amends for the years of neglect by this attractive, carefully documented presentation of a subject which now, as a result of this book, will find its due place in medical history. K It is long since a monograph upon a neurological problem of such great practical importance has appeared, of essential value to doctors and to educationists, who still remain far too unaware of the distressing nature and consequences of unrecognized developmental dyslexia. In writing it, with his characteristic clarity and thoroughness, and his immense erudition, Dr Macdonald Critchley has placed us all under a great debt and it is to be hoped that many children will reap untold benefits from its publication, if only its lessons are taken to heart by us and by all those who have to do with children and their upbringing, formation and education.
From its very nature, neurological medicine cannot often offer a therapy of such value, but in this instance it does, in the hands of Dr Critchley, make available the rational treatment and the recognition of this disabling defect in children in all other respects of normal or high intelligence. He has rescued the subject from much confusion of thought, has made its nature as a genetically determined defect of a specific quality clear, and has indicated the lines upon which it can and must be dealt with.
The condition is defined as 'a primary constitutional reading disability which may occur electively. This is a defect in the visual interpretation of verbal symbolsan aphasia-like state: part of an inherent linguistic defect. The victims, if recognized early and handled properly, can be rescued from the limbo of illiteracy, and by appropriate techniques can be taught to read with fair efficiency'. ' The arguments in favour of the existence of a specific type of developmental dyslexia occurring in the midst of, but nosologically apart from, the olla podrida of bad readers, may be said to rest upon four premises: These comprise: persistence into adulthood; the peculiar and specific nature of the errors in reading and writing; the familial incidence of the defect; and the frequent association with other symbol defects.' The clinical manifestations, the ophthalmic aspects, the psychiatric repercussions, the course, and finally, the management of the dyslexic child are all discussed in clear and practical terms.
This monograph is one that everyone entrusted with the early education of children, all school and child psychologists, and all pediatricians and neurologists should read, and in the early recognition of the defect a special responsibility rests upon educationists, who can no longer plead ignorance of its existence and of the vital importance of its early management.
FRANCIS WALSHE
Recent Advances in Radiology edited by Thomas Lodge MB chB(sheff) FFR FcRA(Hon) DMR 4th ed pp ix+346 illustrated 65s London: J& A Churchill 1964 This fourth edition maintains the high standard of previous works. It comprises contributions by several authors, each an expert in his own particular field. It is well written and illustrated and should be a welcome addition to the libraries of most radiographic departments; students should find it of tremendous interest.
The only serious criticism I have to make relates to the references: these clearly indicate the range of preferences of each individual contributor: but in some instances are limited to works in the Anglo-Saxon tongue. There are, for example, many notable omissions of the striking advances made by French workers in recent years. The meaning of the text is for the most part clear but the chapter relating to bronchocarcinoma of the lung fails, I think, to thrust the responsibility squarely on the shoulders of the radiologist to find early lesions; it paints a rather gloomy picture, and is too much concerned with the measures suitable for investigation of advanced cases: contrariwise, if one accepts the challenge put forward by Rigler many early cases can be found and successfully treated.
These small criticisms should not detract from the stimulus this book affords. London: HKLewis 1964 Mr Choyce has written a brilliant book on intraocular lenses and implants, a subject on which he has done a great deal of valuable pioneer work. One is greatly impressed by the author's perseverance in the face of difficulties which would have daunted most ophthalmic surgeons. For instance, he has produced no fewer than five main types of anterior chamber implants. Each of the earlier implants were found dangerous or defective in some respect or another. The current ('Mark V') obviates most of the previous defects and he has used it successfully on a very large number of cases. In addition, he has invented other implants for special purposes with such novelties as colour variations, nylon loops for external fixation, stenopeic apertures, &c. Mr Choyce has used implants for a very large number of ocular conditions. Perhaps the most impressive case which he makes out is for their use after the removal of unilateral traumatic cataracts in small children. By means of an implant it is possible to prevent the almost inevitable development of amblyopia in the injured eye in these cases. Sometimes Mr Choyce's enthusiasm seems to carry him rather far, as when he has inserted implants into blind eyes for cosmetic reasons.
Implant insertion should not be undertaken by any save the most experienced surgeons. The complications are legion, including troublesome endothelial corneal dystrophy. Mr Choyce's book will be a 'must' for anybody engaging in this work. London: Pitman Medical The management of the simple and complicated cataract has changed so radically in the past decade, that the advent of an authoritative book on the subject is welcome.
After short chapters on pre-operative management and anaesthesia (including the management of cardiac arrest) there are very full sections on all aspects of cataract extraction. Safety measures, such as the principles of wound closure, flanged sections, the use of urea and the Fleiringa ring are well described, as are the techniques involved in the surgery of the iris, delivery of the lens with capsule forceps and erisiphaque, and the management of post-operative complications. In most instances a variety of alternative procedures are given. In congenital cataracts, for example, many methods of aspiration of soft lens matter are described.
This method of presentation could easily cause confusion in the mind of the reader, but the author's method is to review the current lines of thought with reference to a particular procedure, and then to summarize these views and indicate his own preference.
The book concludes with short chapters by experts in particular fields: zonylolysis by Barraquer, anterior chamber lenses by Strampelli,
